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Learning Objectives:

 To describe the principles and 
developmental domains or areas of child 
development.

 Will explain and list the three 
developmental theories of Piaget,  
Freud, & Erikson.

 To integrate the theories of child 
development into practice.



Principles of 

Child 

Development

 Development is influenced by 
interactions with significant others and 
the environment.

 Social and Cultural rules influence what 
the child learns.

http://www.healthychildcare.org/pdf/LangDev.pdf


Developmental Theorists:

 Erik Erikson

 Anna Freud

 Jean Piaget



Child Development Time Line

↔

 Trust Autonomy Imitative Industry

vs. vs.     vs.     vs.

Mistrust Shame& Doubt      Guilt Inferiority

 Sensorimotor Pre-Operational Concrete

 Body Toy Play



Crisis : Trust vs Mistrust
Infancy from birth - 18 months



Crisis : Autonomy vs Shame & Doubt

Toddler from 18 months - 3 years

This need for autonomy is empowered by 
muscular maturation as toddlers try to use their 
developing muscles to walk, climb, hop and 
jump and to explore.

Created by Alan using "Swamp Cartoon Creator"



Initiative vs Guilt 
(Preschooler from 3 - 6 years)

I am what I imagine ...

 Great  curiosity and 

openness to learning.

 The favorite word of pre-

schoolers is "why.“

 Imaginative play is the 

basic activity of this 

stage. 



Theory of Knowledge (Piaget)

“The essential thing is, 
that in order for a child to 
understand something he 
must construct it himself. 
He must re-invent the 
world.”

Sensorimotor →

(Ages birth – 2 years)
Pre-Operational →
Concrete

http://www.childsplaysocialskills.com/images/kid_play.gif


Pre-Operational 

Children in this 

stage are:

(Ages 2 - 7 years of age)

 Egocentric

 Dramatic Players

 Questioners

 Intuitive

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.angeles-group.com/images/mailbox.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.angeles-group.com/signs_and_mail.htm&h=325&w=268&sz=12&tbnid=By9Nyjg45i8J:&tbnh=114&tbnw=94&hl=en&start=3&prev=/images%3Fq%3Ddramatic%2Bplay%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DN
http://www.appletreebytes.com/gonefishing.jpg


Concret Operations

School Age Children

(Ages 6/7 - 11 years)

 Problem solvers

 Reversibility

 Conservation

 Classification  

 Serration



Body → Toy → Play → Work

 Body 

 Toy

 Play

 Work

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.amazon.com/images/P/B0001X0DQW.01.LZZZZZZZ.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/B0001X0DQW%3Fv%3Dglance&h=259&w=500&sz=23&tbnid=WGKAAW2aGqEJ:&tbnh=65&tbnw=127&hl=en&start=13&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dtoy%2B%252B%2Bbaby%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26as_qdr%3Dall
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.llu.edu/lluhc/fertility/images/mom-baby.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.llu.edu/lluhc/fertility/services.html&h=171&w=221&sz=13&tbnid=ZTyeZZRnAdsJ:&tbnh=78&tbnw=102&hl=en&start=2&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dmom%2B%252B%2Bbaby%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DN%26as_qdr%3Dall
http://www.phototour.minneapolis.mn.us/pics/3935.jpg
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.jacksons-camping.co.uk/kidstuff/Ninja%2520images/megaden.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.jacksons-camping.co.uk/kidstuff/play.htm&h=262&w=288&sz=17&tbnid=FbL5rdC96dsJ:&tbnh=100&tbnw=110&hl=en&start=10&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dplay%2B%252B%2Bchildren%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26as_qdr%3Dall


Allen Martin once wrote:

Let no child be demeaned,

nor have his wonder diminished,

because of our ignorance or inactivity.

Let no child be deprived of discovery,

because we lack the resources

to discover his needs.

Let no child doubt himself or his mind because 

we are unsure of our commitment.

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nagc.org/graphics/kids-slide2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.nagc.org/&h=266&w=300&sz=115&tbnid=utObMcW6WU4J:&tbnh=98&tbnw=111&hl=en&start=8&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dchildren%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DG

